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TOC H is a Movement of people who 
seek to build friendships and offer 
service across the barriers that usually 
divide us from one another. The basic 
unit is a group — at best a good cross- 
section of the local neighbourhood - 
which meets together regularly, and 
secks to serve the community around it. 

TOC H was founded in 1915 by the 
Revd PB ‘Tubby’ Clayton, and since 
then has been providing opportunities 
for people to test the Christian way by 
practical experiment. 

This magazine is a forum for ideas 
about TOC H and about the world, as 
well as a record of TOC H service. Its 
tide derives from the Third Point of 
the TOC H compass, which asks us ‘to 
think fairly’. Letters, articles and news 
items are welcomed and should be 
addressed to The Editor, Point three, 
at the address below. 

Opinions expressed (including the 
editorial) are those of the individual 
contributors and not necessarily those 
of the TOC H Movement. 

Point three is available from TOC H 
at the address below and contributions 
towards the high cost of production 
and mailing will be welcomed. 
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TOC H brings together people of different 
ages, viewpoints, races and faiths in mutual 
understanding. We base all our work on our 

Christian principles. 
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That may sound very radical. Isn't it cheapening memibership? Oughtn t we to be 
concerned whether people are suitable? Isn't it to abandon the Fourth Paina? Like a lot 
of radical things it is actually very old-fashioned. The membership application which 
people signed in 1921 simply said: ‘1 offer myself for membership of Toc H’. Nothing 
more. | repeat: our understanding and our beliefs develop from our experience. You 
must have the experience before you can develop the understanding. 

There's another problem for prospective members. We often talk as though 
membership is a life sentence, as though by joining Toc H you are making a 
commitment for the rest of your life. Perhaps we don’t mean it quite like that but that’s 
what it sounds like. And most people, especially young people, can’t possibly make that 
kind of long-term commitment. They'll commit themselves for the present and the 
immediate future but they can't guess what will happen in LO or 20 years time. For 
some of us it does indeed seem to be a life sentence but for others it is a stepping stone 
along the road of their personal journey. 

In 1938 5,000 people joined Toc H; and 5,000 people left. going on to other work, 
taking with them whatever they had learned through their years of membership. 

Former Administrator John Callf, in the 1950s, used to talk of Toc H as a ‘university of 
character’. Those of us who seem to be members for life surely ought to recognise that 
we were meant 10 be the exception, not the rule. We ought to be delighted when 
people move on, taking Toc H into other spheres of life. Many more people would join 
us now if they didn't feel they were being asked to mortgage their future. 

I'm not suggesting that we are consciously setting up barriers to keep people out. 
I'm sure we all want many more people to join us. But I do believe that the barriers, 
consciously or unconsciously, are there and that we need to dismantle them. Because 
we surely know by now that unless we can open up membership we will, slowly, quietly, 
wither away 

Ken Prideaux-Brune 
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TO 30 NEW MEMBERS IN JANUARY 


Kate Moss, Paula Wilson Barton-on-Humber Action Group @ 
Joyce Mason Bournemouth & Christchurch @ Kenneth Cockerton 
Buckingham e Victor Bashford, Michael Cheney Central Branch e 
Kenneth Brough, Edward Morris, Marion Morris, Andrew O’Brien, 
Gcorge Prendergast, Catherine Thomas Colwyn Bay Group e 
David Clarke, Michael Cox, Ronald Dunger, Goronwy Edwards, 
Anne Green, Julie Jones, Roger Ozutoprak, Linda Smith Llandudno Group @ 
Alan Brannigan, Anthony Howitt, Roger Howlett, Christopher Lee 
New Tees Group e John Bowles Stockport ə Douglas Booth, Marina Cree, 
Joyce Cockerham, Grace Parsons, CR Procter Wakefield e 


When I retired from full-time 
ministry, | found myself in hospital 
within a few weeks, suffering from 
pneumonia. An oxygen mask was on 
my face, I was in a Diocese which I did 
not know - without local acquaintances 


- my life was under threat, and I had 
no contact with a local church. 

A parson visiting my hospital ward 
came over to my bed and said, ‘I hear 
you are a priest. You'll be alright then. 
You won't be worrying’. And off he went! 

Frankly I was worrying my head off. 

Acting on the well-meant advice, 
‘Don’t worry, it may never happen’ is 
very much easier said than done. As 
humans, we are fearful and anxious by 
our very nature. We are fearful of what 
tomorrow may bring and we focus a 
lot of our attention on our material 
needs and self-achievement. 

Worry, of course, gets us nowhere 
helpful. On the contrary, it attracts 
insomnia, physical upsets and an 
irritable disposition. And worry feeds 
on worry. As a result we achieve 
nothing positive whatsoever, and yet 
we continually delude ourselves into 
thinking that, in worrying, we are 
demonstrably caring for ourselves or 
for others. However, it can seem trite 
to say to someone that they should 
not Worry. 


THE REASONS FOR ANXIETY 

If we look around us we see many 
people who have adequate reason to 
give in to anxiety. No-one today is 
really secure against redundancy or 
unemployment, even those in banking, 
insurance, teaching. charitable 
institutions or the many other 
occupations reckoned, when I was a 
boy, to be safe, guaranteed jobs for 
life. Try telling the employee whose 
company simply cannot survive the 
recession, or is involved in a takeover 
bid. not to worry. What happens ta 
those struggling to pay the mortgage, 
the parents of a very ill child, the 
newly divorced or those bereaved? 


LIVE ONE DAY AT A TIME 

I think of the example of Jesus 
and the evidence of his concern for his 
people and their futures. The way of 
Christ is to live one day at a time. He 
taught us to pray for daily bread, not 
for a weekly loaf! We tend to get self- 
centred and excessive in our wants 
and our hopes - working very hard to 
get everything right and, as a result, 
we put our concerns above what we 
might imagine to be those of Gad - 
thinking that we care more than He 
does or can. 

If we say ‘don’t worry’ in 


response to someone's inner turmoil, 
we leave that person in a vacuum - 
having given what is in effect negative 
advice - which shows an ignorance of 
human nature, or simply a lack of real 
interest. In the end I believe that we 
have to put our trust in God which, 
frankly, is difficult for most of us who 
are not saints. 


A MORE RELAXED VIEW OF LIFE 

I think we need to acquire a more 
relaxed view of life and try to be less 
anxious. The Christian believes that 
God is always in control and is capable 
of redeeming the very worst situation, 
provided we play our part and put our 
trust in Him. We may take time to 
achieve this confidence, but it is true 
that the closer we get to God we 
discover a new dimension - which has 
traditionally been called the Kingdom 
of God. 

In Bob Knight's Toc H classic, An 
Honest Test, (revised and reprinted in 
1991 and available from Wendover). he 
says that the benefits to be achieved 
from this ‘Kingdom’ were to be 
discovered by an exploration of it 
rather than by intellectual pursuit. And 
this is at the very foundation of Toc H 
- a way patterned by the Four Points of 
the Compass - to be discovered 
individually through a combination of 
factors, including prayer, friendship. 
service to other people in our wider 
communities and being open to the 
opinion of others. 

I think of the poem by Margaret 
Powers, which tells the story of the 
man who, in a vision, looks back over 
his life in the company of Jesus. The 
man sees a long line of double 
footprints stretching along the path of 
life. Most of those double footprints 
indicated the Lord walking by the 
man’s side and caring for him. 

He asks Jesus, ‘I'm: aware that during 
the most troublesome times of my life 
there is only one set of footprints, I 
just don’t understand why, when 1 
needed You most, You leave me.’ And 
Jesus replies, ‘When you saw only one 
set of footprints it was then that I 
carried you.’ 


A FORMULA FOR LIFE 

To work out lor ourselves a 
formula for being less anxious in life is 
one of the many gifts of Grace that 
Toc H leads its members to receive. 


Brian Blade 
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Point three for all 


Mike Lyddiard 


A CAUTIONARY TALE 


The scene: A Toc H meeting, anywhere... 

l am the guest speaker at a 
gathering of Toc H members. As usual 
I have arrived at the venue, the local 
Toc H Rooms, in good time and have 
been chatting to the Chairer and a 
couple of members who are already 
on site. 

Just a quarter of an hour to go 
and members are now starting to 
arrive. The room begins to steadily 
fill. I circulate. 


Toc H member (displaying a good 
welcoming Toc H smile): ‘Hello there. 
My name is Stan. I don't think I know 
you, do J?’ 


Me: ‘Hi! I'm Mike Lyddiard, good 
to see you’. (we shake hands) 


Toc H member (looking puzzled): 
‘Mike Lyddiard? Doesn't ring any bells 
Are you a new member?’ 


Me: ‘Well, yes, I'm quite a new 
member, but ....’ 


Toc H member (even more 
puzzled): ‘l can’t understand it. 1 never 
forget a face or a name!’ 


Me: ‘Well, that’s just what 1 was 
about to say, I'm a staff member’. 


Toc H member (surprised): ‘Oh!, 
perhaps that’s why I haven’t met you 


before.’ (We shake hands again). 
‘Which area do you work in then? 


Me: ‘Well, I work at Wendover, 


rm...’ 


Toc H member (thoughtfully): ‘Ah 
... at Wendover, ch? What actually do 


you do?” 
Me: ‘Well, um, I'm the Director!’ 


Toc H member (flustered): ‘Oh! 
the Director! Ah, yes .... Well, very 
pleased to meet you, I'm sure,’ (We 
shake hands again). ‘Sorry, what did 
you say your name was?!’ 


THE RESULT 

No, I'm not joking, I’m deadly 
serious! This is a conversation which, 
in one form or another, | have had 
more times than I care to tell you. | 
have had similar conversations with 
members about Toc H work and 
activities; about what the CEC is and 
does - discovered that some members 
know little or nothing about Friendship 
Circles or Cameos; some have never 
heard about what Toc H has been doing 
on Cannock Chase! One member 
didn’t realise that the Old House was 
still alive and well in Poperinge! 

I know that many who read this 
article will be sceptical. I want to 
make it plain that these observations 
do not apply to all members. 1 have 
no wish to offend anyone, bur the facts 
are the facts. This cautionary tale, 
however, indicates two crucial points: 


We are failing to communicate 
the Toc H of today and its work with 
all our members. 

We are failing to adequately 
bridge the gap between the centre 
(Wendover Headquarters, the CEC and 
its sub-conimittees, etc) and all our 
members across the country. 


Point three has a crucial role to 
play in combating these problems. 
But it can only adequately fulfil this 
role if it reaches all the members and 
parts of Toc H that so many of our 
other methods of communication 
currently do not reach. 

First, and most important, is the 
quality of the magazine. I am very 
satisfied, and judging from your 
comments you too seem satisfied, with 
the general quality and overall 


contents of Point three. 
But, for as long as the readership 
of Point three is restricted by... 


A member's ability to pay. Not 
receiving copies promptly after issue. 
(Thereby limiting the chance to 
respond and participate in certain 
activities because the date has 
passed). Sharing copies and therefore 
not baving one’s own ‘library’ of past 
Point three’s to dip into to refresh 
one’s memory. 


„we are denying the opportunity 
to far too many members to keep up-to- 
date with Toc H, its work and activities, 
and important decisions that are being 
taken about the Movement’s future, 
while the news is still ‘hov and relevant. 


VALUING EACH MEMBER 

Underpinning all this, and 
perhaps most important of all, is the 
issue of valuing each and every 
member, and recognising the 
importance of the contribution that 
they make to our Movement and its 
furure development. 

Making Point three available to all 
our members on an individual basis 
free of charge will not combat all these 
problems. But it will go a very long 
way towards it. 

Many of you have expressed 
concerns at the cost. You have 
expressed concern about the future 
availability of additional copies to 
place in libraries and other places 
where you want people outside the 
Movement to hear of Toc H. Through 
the pages of this month’s magazine, let 
me try to share with you some 
responses to those questions: 


THE ISSUE OF COST 

First of all the issue of cost. Some 
of you will have got your calculators 
out and done your sums and, on the 
face of it, it would seem that the 
distribution costs of the magazine will 
be considerably more if we undertake 
mailing to all individual members. 
Certainly the cost will be more, but 
nothing like as much as you might 
think. Through the use of modern 
technology and, by being able to print 
labels in postcode order, we can 
reclaim 25% of postal costs 
immediately from the Royal Mail. This 
is a significant saving. There will also 
be a small saving because we are not 
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the next «: ong and therefore is 
not quite as cheap as it seems. Finally, 
on the point of savings, Ruth Boyd and 
Jenny Small have, by again making use 
of modern technology and by seeking 
more competitive printing costs, 
created significant savings on the 
production of the magazine. It does 
not seem unreasonable to use a small 
percentage of these savings to re-invest 
in a better service to you, our 
members. 

Because we want every member 
to enjoy Point three and be better 
informed, and not be restricted by 
their financial situation, we are 
anxious that the magazine should 
nominally go out free. We would urge 
people to continue to give donations, 
where they are able. At the time of 
going to press, there has been a most 
encouraging response to our letter in 
the December issue and generous 


GOAL - GOAL - GOAL - 
TOC H SCORES A WINNER!! 

So the headlines might read on 
the evening of Saturday 8 June 1996. 
This is the day that Toc H has chosen 
to hold its national Blood Donor Day. 

But what is so special about that 
day? ‘Football is not just a matter of 
life and death; it is far more important 
than that!’, so said the former manager 
of Liverpool Football Club, Bill 
Shankly. Substitute ‘Giving Blood’ for 
‘Football’ and the importance of the 
day for Toc H and the National Blood 
Authority begins to become a little 
clearer. But the sporting analogies do 
not end there. 


contributions are daily arriving. 

Some members have expressed 
concern that, in certain cases - either 
because of holding a number of 
different Toc H jobs, or because two or 
more pcople in the household are 
members - there is a likelihood of 
multiple copies landing through 
letterboxes. Again, modern technology 
can come to our rescue. To some 
extent we can sort this out centrally. 
but of course we will not eradicate the 
problem immediately. If you should 
receive more than one copy of the 
magazine, please send us back one of 
the wrappers and we will make the 
appropriate adjustment. Within six 
months we should have resolved even 
that problem. 


OTHER PROBLEMS TO IRON OUT 
For those who wish to continue 
receiving a bulk supply. that will be no 
problem as long as we know. 
Another clear benefit will be that 
we can, when appropriate, include 


Goal! - Toc H Scores A Winner! 


Saturday 8 June is the day chosen 
for the commencement of the final 
stages of the European Football 
Competition, being held in England 
for the first time. What a day for Toc H 
to choose! Goal - Goal - Goal, 
everyone a winner!! What a day of 
opportunity!! 

By the time you read this your 
branch will, hopefully, have registered 
its wish to participate - together with 
every other expression of Toc H in the 
United Kingdom. During February all 
those that have registered will receive 
a pack of information about the blood 
campaign. which will include an 
outline of how to plan your own 
Blood Donor recruitment event. 


50TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE NATIONAL BLOOD 
DONOR SERVICE 

But there is another way that we 
would like to enlist your help. This 
year marks the 50th anniversary of the 
National Blood Donor Service. Itis an 
expression of voluntary service that 
Toc H members are known to have 
been involved with from the 1930's. 
We want your help now in identifying 
what form this service took. 

It is believed to have begun in 
Manchester. Local Toc H ‘Marksmen’ 


additional information (such as 
Director's Briefings following CEC and 
Central Council meetings) at little or 
no extra cost. This will help to reduce 
the weight of paper that we currently 
send out to Branch Secretaries and 
others, which in its turn has come in 
for considerable criticism. 


FULL COMMUNICATION TO 
MEMBERSHIP AND FRIENDS 

I can assure you that we will 
monitor the system very carefully as 
we go through a trial period, and we 
will also listen to your views very 
seriously when we review the 
situation. But the bottom line, as it 
were, stays the same. We want every 
member to be fully part of our 
Movement, fully informed, and able to 
make their contribution towards 
helping our Movement go forward in 
strength into the new millennium and 
to our own centenary in 2015. 


Mike Lyddiard 


Director 


made themselves available for 
immediate call to give their blood 
direct to a person in urgent need. 
From this, Toc H in many parts of the 
country became the local agency 
responsible for assisting the Blood 
Transfusion Service in its regular visits 
to villages, towns and cities. This was 
before the service became organised in 
the way it is today. 


YOUR HELP IS NEEDED NOW! 

We urgently need to know what 
help Toc H members gave to the 
pioneering of the Blood Donor 
Service? Perhaps you are still involved 
locally - providing this service today? 
How many Toc H members still give 
blood regularly? Please send your 
memories and any anecdotes you may 
have. to me at Wendover. 

This information will help to 
‘paint a fuller picture’ of the role that 
Toc H has played in the development 
of a voluntary service that every citizen 
has become proud of in the last 50 
years. All this information will be 
passed on to the National Blood 
Authority, which is compiling a 
history of the service for publication 
later this year. 


John A Biggerstaff 
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A CAMEO About Membe: ship 


A CAMEO in Huddersfield 
discussing Membership of Toc H, 
found that many long-standing 
supporters of the Movement were 
inhibited from actually joining 
because of what we term the Fourth 
Point. Somewhere over the years, 
the wording of the Fourth Point has 
changed and, while all participants 
could readily accept the wording 
used in a 1989 statement entitled, 
Points of Contact, ‘To acknowledge 
the spiritual nature of man and to 
test the Christian way of life by 
trying it', they could not accept the 
current wording, prefaced with the 
dated words, ‘The Kingdom of God: 
“To Witness Humbly” ’. 

Participants in the CAMEO 
designed their own membership 
application form and the result has 
been that Barton & District Toc H 
Action Group (BADTAG) founder - 
member Kate Moss, together with 
Paula Wilson, sent their forms to 
Director Mike Lyddiard - who 
readily accepted them ‘because all 
were prepared to explore’. These 
names lead the list of new members 
on page 2 of this month's issue. 


Left to right: lan Papworth, Harry Brier, Kate Moss 


Another founder member of 
BADTAG, Ian Papworth, gives a 
personal view: 


l have also been a member of 
Barton-on-Humber Joint Branch for 
five years and cannot begin to express 
the fulfilment and joy 1 have had 
through my work with this Movement. 

Toc H has given me a sense of 
belonging and has made me a much 
more stable and understanding person 
in both my work and in my 
relationships with others. 

1 have also been a Central 


Councillor for three years and, during 

my time with Toc H, | have scen many 

people come and go in the Movement. 

It has become very obvious to me 
that there are barriers preventing 
people from joining this Movement, 
and I have been waiting for a long 
time to find a way of challenging those 
barriers. When staff member Roger 
Giles and I set up the CAMEO, we had 
no idea of the thoughts and feelings 
that would come out of this: 

The CAMEO, held at Rawthorpe, 
attracted 16 people with a wide range 
of ages and outlooks. There were 
several members who had been 
involved with Toc H for many years, as 
well as non-members who had also 
been involved for a considerable 
length of time without actually joining. 
The event opened with each person 
offering a brief resume of their work 
with Toc H and how Toc H had come 
into their lives. The major barrier to 
the non-members joining Toc H 
centred on the current application 
form. Having highlighted this barrier, 
the CAMEO split into two working 
groups, onc comprising members and 
the other non-members. Each group 
was asked to re-word the application 
form to take into account the other 
group's needs and also to meet their 
own. When the group reported back, 
the key aspect was that an explanation 
was required as to what was meant by 
the term Christian. The following 
short statement was agreed by both 
sides of the discussion. “Fhe Christian 
Way of Life - to live honestly, fairly, 
compassionately, and to love your 
neighbour as yourself’. 

As leaders of the CAMEO, Roger 
and I felt it important to offer to 
readers some of the initial impressions 
that non-members had reccived from 
their first contact with branch life 
outside their experience of TAGs: 

e My first impression was, if you're 
nol a Christian then forget it! 

e My first contact with the older 
members was horrible, they 
seemed to push the Christian 
aspect at me - if that’s not putting 
up barriers what is? My views 
were not asked for! 

e What's this thing about Toc H 
breaking down barriers, when the 
Fourth Point implies that we MUST 
practise the Christian way of life, 


while the Second Point says ‘and 
by their example to challenge their 
neighbours to seek the way of 
Christ’. Surely these are 
considerable barriers to those 
who are not Christians? 

e Many older members seem to be 
stuck in their old ways and unable 
to practise fairmindedness by not 
being able to accept the views of 
younger people. 

e Toc H says its got to change, but 
why aren't the older members 
prepared to change? 

Some of the people in the room 
were shocked by these views but could 
recognise how non-members were 
made to feel this way. 

The group then focused on how 
we could overcome the problems of 
these prospective members and tried to 
formulate some means of making the 
Movement more inviting to outsiders - 
because surely Toc H will fold unless 
we get more people involved. 

I challenged the group to rewrite 
the membership form and the Fourth 
Point. This form has subsequently 
been used by BADTAG and, at the time 
of going to press, five more TAG 
members have joined the Movement 
with several others in the process of 
filling in their forms. 

All participants on the CAMEO 
agreed that, if a rewording of certain 
statements was all that restricted 
committed members from joining Toc H, 
then this needed urgent attention. 

The CAMEO has only touched the 
surface of the problem of membership, 
and I am convinced that, were we to 
re-run the CAMEO with new people, we 
would produce many positive new ideas. 

On a personal note, I believe that 
the controversy about the Fourth Point 
is one of the major drawbacks facing 
Toc H. Certainly the Movement must 
not lose its roots, because to do so 
would he to lose the essence of the Toc 
H we all know and love. We need, 
however, to relentlessly challenge the 
membership problem and be prepared 
to change and adapt if we want this 
Movement to survive. People may find 
this report hard-hitting and a cause for 
personal searching; but I challenge you 
all to look at the problem of our 
membership and see why Toc H must 
adapt to the needs of potential new 
members. Without them we are history! 
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members ar: noi prepared to change 
and accept other people's views with 
fairmindedness and to build bravely 
on those views. 

It is time to change, but it can't be 
done without everyone working 
together, in typical Toc H fashion. 


Kate Moss, BADTAG, adds: 


Non-members don't seem to be 
able co attend meetings, sit on 
committees or generally have a voice 
in Toc H, which I suppose is fair 
because otherwise people ‘off the 
street’ could make decisions. 
However, someone who might have 
simply joined a Toc H Branch because 
they had enjoyed the atmosphere of a 
few meetings gets more of a say and is 
more entitled to an opinion than those 
like us in the TAG, who have been 
committing all our free time to Toc H 
and have raised literally thousands of 
pounds over the past seven years. 

1 would have liked to have seen a 
recognition of our status as members 
of the TAG Group, in that we are 
totally committed to Toc H and, most 
importantly, to the future of Toc H. We 
felt that we just couldn't sign the 
membership form because we didn’t 
understand what it was asking of us - 
but we felt we still had a right to have 
a status and to voice our opinions. 

The CAMEO was really good. The 
non-members were nervous and we 
were reluctant to say what we felt, 
both for fear of offending the Toc H 
members and from a belief that one 
should respect one’s elders. But we 
had some pretty important things that 
we wanted to say. 

Roger and Ian encouraged 
everyone to speak freely and openly, 
but also kept a steadying hand ready in 
case things got over-heated. 

At the end, the non-members 
went away and wrote a membership 
form that they thought the members 
might accept and vice-versa. 
Unfortunately the members kept the 
same form, but they did add a 
paragraph which explained the words 
at the end of the Second Point, ‘the way 
of Christ’. I still couldn’t accept that. 

I'd already marked what I wanted 
changed in the form before the 
CAMEO, because | felt so strongly. 1 
wanted to go prepared. The form that 
the non-members produced was almost 
the same as what I'd pre-written. We 


typed it up and sent it off to Mike 
Lyddiard, almost to ‘test the water.’ 

I really didn't expect for one 
minute that it would be accepted, but 
it was! Paula Wilson and I are now 
members and several more of these 
new forms are on their way, together 
with our donations to the Family Purse. 

I'm so proud to be a member. 


Roger Giles: 


The idea of the CAMEO was to 
come together to look at both sides of 
membership. For some time now, I 
have been listening to groups of people 
who have been relating to me their lack 
of understanding about membership. 

I felt that this was an opportunity to 
tease out some of the misconceptions 
that surrounded this beast! 

After a very long evening at BAD 
TAG, a very in-depth discussion took 
place about membership. The feeling 
of the group was of disappointment. 
They felt that. because of their age and 
the problems they were having with 
the membership form as it stood, they 
would always be doing this wonderful 
work in the name of Toc H while not 
enjoying the advantages that 
membership of the Movement offers. 

They wanted recognition, but felt 
this was not possible because they 
were not members. 

Could we challenge a membership 
that has been running for 80 years? 
Would the members that I invited 
come along and listen to these young 
people? In fact, members came 
because, like me, they care greatly for 
this Movement. Ian and | had spent 
many hours working on the agenda, 
but felt that the outcome made it all 
worthwhile. Since the event we have 
two new members and at least six 
more in the process of joining. 


Editor Ruth Boyd comments: 


Following the CAMEO, I felt 
proud to talk about Toc H at BADTAG’s 
Christmas party. Members of the newly 
formed Grimsby TAG Group also 
joined in. I was greatly impressed by 
the shcer energy and enthusiasm of a 
room-full of TAG members. It was 
exciting to witness. 

I was told that BADTAG raise over 
£3,000 for projects themselves each 
year and they firmly believe that all Toc 
H projects should be self-funded by 
those organising them. These are 
young people who are deeply 
concerned about what is going on in 
their local community, and Roger Giles 


spoke wistfully of his wish that he 
could ‘bottle up some of that 
enthusiasm and pass it on’. They had 
already spent the afternoon giving a 
party for children and yet were still 
able to put on an evening's 
entertainment for 50 people, as well as 
buttonholing your editor with their 
anxieties about membership. 

I went away with unanswered 
queries about why you need a sponsor 
to join Toc H nowadays, and also what 
did sponsorship mean? Twenty-year- 
old Clare Hemstock, who has been 
involved with BADTAG for four years, 
felt that it was not the fact that Toc H 
had a Christian basis that was a 
problem but that the language we use 
as a Movement is very dictatorial, full 
of musts and shoulds, which was not 
only inappropriate but deeply off- 
putting. Toc H was felt to be creative, 
and that trying to dominate people 
restricted that creativity. 


There was much agreement 
around the table with the words 
of former Regional Chairman 
and current Chairman of Leeds 
District, Geoff Wright, who said: 


‘I have been in Toc H for 35 years 
and strongly believe in the flexibility of 
membership. Toc H is about the help 
you are prepared to give people. It is 
not just about practising religion, nor 
about imposing your values on other 
people. How you interpret your own 
work with Toc H is a matter of 
individual concern.’ 
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BAD TAG celebrate TOC H's 80th anniversary with 
Bill Bains - the founder of their TAG group. 


The Overseas 
Development Fund 


Those of us who believe in the 
importance of the international 
dimension of Toc H need to take 
some decisions. Are we going to 
allow the good work that has been 
started through the Overseas 
Development Fund to wither away for 
lack of our support? If you believe, as 
I do, that our links with people in 
different countries and from different 
cultures, yet part of the one Toc H 
family, are an important part of what 
makes Toc H unique, then the 
Overseas Development Fund needs 
your contribution. 

At our Diamond Jubilee 


International News 


celebrations in 1990 we welcomed 
visitors from each of the countries 
where Toc H exists as an autonomous 
body. They were each able to meet 
Toc H members in different parts of 
Britain. Asa result of their visit we 
decided to launch the Overseas 
Development Fund as a way by which 
Toc H in this country could help 
members of the family in other 
countries develop new pieces of work. 
The Fund took some time to get 
off the ground as Toc H overseas got 
used to the strange experience of 
being offered money. But a number 
of significant pieces of work have now 
begun to develop. A report on one of 
them appears on this page and other 
reports will follow in future issues. 
The membership in this country 


contributed significantly to the Fund 
when it was originally formed. The 
Central Executive boldly and 
imaginatively committed £15,000 a 
year for three years to underwrite the 
Fund. There's just one further year 
of that funding available. But at this 
time of financial crisis for Toc H in 
this country, we surely should 
contribute what we can and not allow 
the full £15,000 to be met from 
central funds. 

Let's do something to ensure that 
the work which we have started is 
allowed to continue. Contributions, 
clearly marked for the Overseas 
Development Fund, should be sent to 
lan Pearce at Wendover. 


Ken Prideaux-Brune 


News from Zimbabwe 


National Chairman John Bowman 
reports that the appointment last July 
of the first Zimbabwean Extensions 
Officer for Toc H Zimbabwe, 
Simon Katerere, began with a period 
of familiarisation with the 
membership and activities of Toc H, 
followed by an extended period at 
Toc H Headquarters in Bulawayo: 
Simon and | established contacts 
with various churches and individuals. 
He will be assisting them in 
establishing local community service 
projects and activities. We visited 
various shelter and work projects for 
the destitute, old people's homes 
and an organisation involved with 
hospital visiting. 


Much needs to be done, with too 
few helpers currently available, so a 
publicity campaign is necessary in 
order to bring the needs of the 
community to a wider public. In the 
fullness of time we anticipate that new 
groups will be established in the name 
of Toc H to strengthen community 
service based on our Christian 
principles throughout Zimbabwe. 

During our first week in Bulawayo 
we were very encouraged by every 
contact we made. Funds provided by 
the Central Executive Grant enabled us 
to buy a car which has proved very 
economical, in good condition and 
essential for the work. 

Simon was one of the speakers at 
the 25th Anniversary of Coronation 
Toc H Builders Club in Bulawayo, 


which was splendidly organised by 
Stella Knight, the Toc H member who 
runs the Club for the 35 members. 


The new National Secretary for Zimbabwe, 
Fiona Steyn, sent in the photo which shows Simon 
with Margaret McBain (right), and the ex-National 
Secretary, Elizabeth Swain (Fiona's mother - left) 


News from South Africa 


We moved to a new address at the 
end of November. We do enjoy Point 
three and it is passed on to so many 
people so that news is up-to-date from 
the UK. This year has been such a busy 
one as South Africa is celebrating the 
70th anniversary. As part of the 
celebrations, I recently presented prizes 
to Muizenberg High School for essays 
on the subject of No Man is An Island. 
The competition was for all the senior 
schools in the area but both prizes went 
to the same school. We did this to 
promote ‘loc H among young people 
and had a very good response. 


South Africa Toc H is busy all the 
time with many projects in our 
extensive Western Cape Area. We need 
a scribe to do all the writing for us so 
that news is sent to other branches. 
Once of the other events I was involved 
with was a Classical Concert last year 
to raise money for our Movement. It 
was a huge success, with the local 
Methodist Church completely packed. 


Joy Tubb, Cape Town. 


Other recent events have included: 
A quiz at Fish Hoek, with Toc H 
Fish Hoek winning for a second year 
against Toc H Others and The Lions. 
False Bay Hospital have received an 


ECG machine in memory of Toc H 
member Elizabeth Cartwright, who 
had done so much for Toc H in her 
community. Sun Valley Branch have 
received high praise for their work at 
the hospital and both Fish Hoek and 
Plumstead Branches have also been 
very active in their local communities. 

Congratulations to Daphne Croft 
on her appointment as National 
Chairperson. Daphne says that she 
finds it sad that links with general 
members have weakened and she 
would like to see a General Members 
Meeting once a year. 

World Chain of Light this year 
took place at St Kirian's, Fish Hoek. 
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Mark Brown, Tac H Field Officer, W.Australia with 
Esther Clay, Area Commissioner 


1995 was a very special year for 

Toc H in Australia for four reasons: 

@ lIt celebrated the 80th birthday of 
the Movement worldwide. 


e It celebrated the 70th birthday of 
the Movement in Australia. 

e It took an active part in the Share 
the Peace and Australia Remembers 
celebrations right round the country. 


e It successfully completed Stage 2 of 
its Strategic Plan to expand the work 
and influence of Toc H throughout 
the nation. 

Ir was a year when people reflected 
on what Toc H has achieved over the 
years, on the personalities who have left 
their mark on the Movement and, above 
all, on what ‘Toc H stands for today - its 
underlying purpose and its aims and 
objectives. If it is true that Toc H has 
been a powerhouse for good in the world 
for over 80 years, then the foundations 
on which it was built must be good. It 
would be folly not to use them to build 
upon as it goes forward towards the year 
2000, seeking new directions and 


Seen a a a 
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Toc H Burnside landcare project, Willinga S.Australia 


Share the Peace celebrations. 
Opera Company at Brisbane Charity Concert 


North Brisbane Light 


initiatives which are in tune with the 
needs of society in the 1990s. 

One of the outstanding features of 
Toc H activities in 1995 has been the 
involvement of young men and women. 
From Cairns in far North Queensland to 
Perth in south west Western Australia, 
many hundreds of these young men 
and women are taking up the challenge 
which was initiated by their counterparts 
during and after WW. 

The Toc H National Youth 
Leadership Programme provides 16-25 
year olds with the leadership skills 
which are appropriate for today’s 
world. Each course attracts candidates 
from a wide variety of backgrounds: 
religious, cultural and economic. The 
most recent course was in Perth this 


January. Many who go on these courses 


are now Toc H members. 

A second initiative has been the 
setting up of Toc H Action Groups in 
schools and, at the beginning of 1996, 
two new Groups were set up, one in 
Brisbane and the other in Bundaberg - 
400 Kms north of Brisbane. Similarly in 


L to R: Robin Brittain, Paula Hiley, Peter Chapple 
and Father Peter Luton taking Light at a Toc H 
Branch in Brisbane 


Preparing for the ‘Night of Glorious Entertainment’ 
in Townsville 


WA a number of schools have been 
targetted, with a group starting early 
this year at the Governor Stirling 
School. In Victoria and Tasmania, 
students from several schools are 
involved in Toc H projects and the 
group at Pedare College in Adelaide 
was presented with its Lamp last year. 

The 1995 celebrations included 
special church services at Glenside SA, 
Ocean Grove Victoria and Apsley 
Brisbane. Toc H Victoria celebrated its 
70th birthday and VE and VJ Days with 
a buffet dinner. In Queensland, 
members in ‘Townsville staged a 
‘Glorious Entertainment’ with 280 
musicians and an audience of over 
1000. Northern Suburbs Branch in 
Brisbane staged two concerts of songs 
and music from the war years. 

Bribie Island Branch organised a 
very successful ‘Trip Down Memory 
Lane’ and Victor Harbour Branch 
South Australia held a ‘Cheer Up Hur’, 
with '-i0s costumes and entertainment 
from the South Coast Choral and 
Arts Society. 
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Visitors from the UK joined in the 80th 
anniversary celebrations of Toc H Poperinge 
Branch. Photo taken at The Stadhuis by 
Sabine Allermeers. 


Congratulations to John and Maralyn Burgess, 
who celebrated 25 years of marriage and their 
joint 50th birthdays with a party for members 
and fellow staff at Prideaux House following 
the South East Region’s Carol Concert at All 
Hallows-by-the-Tower in December. 


Brixworth Project Update 


Harry Graham reports on a wonderful 
and encouraging start to 1996 for the 
Brixworth Country Park Project, when 
Sally Simms and Jim Simpson joined 
Megan and Harry for the presentation 
of a cheque for £1000 from Abbey 
National ple. The project is progressing 
and there is now an accessible footpath, 
at the correct gradients, to the 
environmental pond. This is a 
tremendous achievement and it is now 
possible for disabled people to move 
away from the car park area. For 
further details and dates of projects this 
year please contact Harry Graham on: 
01933 56671. A programme of 
fundraising events will take place in the 
Northants District each month at the 
Toc H Centre, Rushden. Appeals will 
be made nationwide for donations for 
this Toc H flagship project. 


Christmas Presents for London's 
East End: 

John Burgess, Development Officer 
based at the Davenant Centre in 
Whitechapel, received a call from his 
son's former school at Cuffley asking if 
he would like to make use of their 
Christmas gifts for underprivileged 
children. John received requests from 
seven different local agencies and 
organisations, who saw it as an answer 
to prayer. The gifts were distributed on 
13 December, the day after collection. 


Chairman of Sheaf (Sheffield) Branch, Jean 
Fielding . seen presenting a certificate to the 
67th Doncaster (Falcons) Cub Pack, who have 
collected a large amount of silver foil for the 
Branch over a period of eight years. This has 
helped to provide Guide Dogs for the blind. 
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The Cuffley Youth Centre Drama Group 
helped celebrate 80 years of Toc H in 
Poperinge, with a musical depicting the history 
and influence of Talbot House through the eyes 
of Jeanne Batteau, who has been involved with 
Talbot House since her childhood, and who has 
been a life-long ambassador for Toc H. 


Toc H 80th Birthday Fund Appeal 


We are able to announce that our appeal for monetary gifts to Toc H in 
celebration of the 80th birthday on 11 December 1995 has been tremendously 
well supported. The final amount donated is £5,200 - a very worthwhile result. 
We are both grateful for your support and heartened by your generosity. 

Well done everyone. We have been both intrigued and amused by the ways in 
which so many of you calculated the sums to send! For those who used one of 
our suggestions that you sent a sum based upon the number of years of your 
membership, we are truly appreciative that we have so many members of 
long-standing! Thank you everyone. 


We 
The editor joined Toc H members for lunch 


at the newly formed Crossgates Friendship 
Circle, Leeds in December. 


Mary Edwards (Chairman) and Helen James (Vice Chairman) 


BRANCH NEWS ° BRANCH NEWS 


A very successful fundraising event, held at 
the Herford Centre in Germany in 
December, raised £325 for the garrison 
churches and Toc H children's playschemes, 
reports David Brown. The day was well 
supported by the Station. Special mention 
goes to Kay Thompson for her enthusiasm 
and dedication, and to her husband Gary 
who was at the kitchen sink all day! 

Thanks are due also to Father Christmas 
Father Terence Makings - who shows such 
terrific interest in our endeavours. We have 
made many new friends. 


Ann Self sent in a photo of the Christmas 
lunch given by Station Branch for 
volunteers who work in the Toc H thrift 
shop in Middlesbrough. 


South East Hants District’s birthday cake 
- W. Chain of Light Service, Cosham 


A |. ee Ax ; 


Scottish Chairman Jim Beveridge is joined by 
members of Denny Branch at their 
publicity stand - part of the local church's 
‘Mission 2000' event. The Toc H stand 
attracted a lot of attention. 


The 75th anniversary of the Magistrates 
Association was marked by Taunton 
Branch with a visit, together with 
members from Somerton, Street and 
Wellington, to Taunton Dene Court 
House. The members were hosted by 
three Magistrates and given a talk 
about the judicial system, a brief 
history of the Magistracy and a 
description of their responsibilities 

and powers. They then listened to two 
cases at a ‘Court in Session’ and later 
discussed the principles of the cases 
heard with their host Magistrates. 
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On 26 October, Talbot House welcomed 
Bedford Friendship Circle member Peter 
Lucas and his family. Over the past 12 
months Peter has set up fundraising events 
throughout the UK to gather funds for Talbot 
House. He is seen presenting a cheque for 
£570 to Madame Duclos, 

Vice-President of the Talbot House 
Association. The money will be used to 
make the house, and the garden in 
particular, more accessible to wheelchairs. 


. 


Barkingside Men’s and Ilford Ladies 
Branch held a service of rededication in 
November, attended by 80 people and 
followed by a celebration birthday party 
attended by the Deputy Mayor. The party 
concluded with entertainment from a local 
Morris and Clog Dancing Group. 


Rhyl Branch held a highly successful Supper 
Dance to celebrate the 80th anniversary. 
There was a large turnout of Toc H members 
and friends, and many of those present 
pledged to support the work of the Toc H 


Holiday Centre in the future. 
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The editor joined SE Chairman Doug Parker, 
Beryl & David Collins, Enid Nichols, Laurie 
Tuckey, & other members, plus entertainment 
by the Cuffley Youth Group, at Hoddesdon 
Branch’s outstanding 80th birthday lunch 
party for 80 pensioners. 

Beryl's cooking was quite outstanding - a real 
Christmas meal! 


|- i $ 
Congratulations to the Revd Rupert Bacon, 
padre of Worthing Branch, who was awarded 
the OBE in the New Year's Honours List. Ruby 
Relf writes: that the Revd Rupert is ‘truly an 
amazing yet very humble man. He has done 
more in 22 years of “retirement” than many in 
a lifetime. His work with the homeless, the 
church, Toc H and many other spheres makes 
his award the most well deserved.’ 


See = 


Three members from Stockport Branch 
laid a poppy wreath on behalf of Toc H 
at their local War Memorial on 
Remembrance Sunday. 


The Mayor of Leominster presents a £500 
cheque to Rosemary Rigby on behalf of 
Leominster Branch, to purchase a ‘Talking 
Book’ in memory of Toc H sisters, Margaret 
and Richmal Bridge. 


Christine Bostock (far right - photo above) 
took these photos at the 80th birthday 
celebrations of Toc H in Poperinge. where 
the World Chain of Light was also 
celebrated. At St Bertin’s Church, on 10 
December, the sermon by the Revd Dean 
Paul Mol spoke of the vision of peace that 
Talbot House has represented for 80 years 
and that ‘this dream is hidden deep inside 
every person's heart: no more war, peace on 
earth, all men are brothers... ’. 


The Stonecroft House Fun Weekend 
led by Kate Moss from BADTAG and Paul 
Dimoline from Barton on Humber Branch. 
For most of the volunteers on this project 
this was their first encounter with physically 
handicapped adults. and for two volunteers it 
was their first Toc H project. Nonetheless, 
Kate Moss reports that it was a very 
successful project for residents of the 
Cheshire Home. On the Saturday there was 
an outing to Hornsea Freeport, which had 
very good wheelchair access and the good 
weather enabled the group to picnic in the 
open air. There was plenty to do, including 
shopping, watching wildlife displays, a vintage 
car display and a fashion show. On the 
Sunday, four of the volunteers took residents 
to a church service while the rest enjoyed a 
slide-show of BADTAG’s 1993 summer 
project. a holiday for 20 local children to 
Colsterdale in North Yorkshire 


Division One Training Officer. Barry Englefield, 
with 9 experienced volunteers from Barton & 
District Toc H Action Group (BADTAG), 
during a leadership training programme to 
enable participants to lead future Toc H 
projects. The training sessions took place over 
several days during the autumn, with Tom 
Elliott, Division One Membership Support 
Officer, ably assisting Barry. 


SPEAKING TO STRANGERS 


On a recent holiday in Torquay one of our party was 


Maggie Wanham of Kempston Branch. We meet 
quite frequently as our branches exchange visits. 


Maggie and I were sitting by the harbour enjoying a 


sunny morning when a voice from the next seat 


called “You are Toc H aren't you’. Looking over I saw 


Jessie Clarke of Leicester. 


Jessie and [ had worked together on the Area 


Council in Leicester during the 1950s, 60s and 70s, 


and it must be all of 15 years since we had met. 
However after hugging one another we resumed 
chatting as if we'd only been apart for a few weeks. 
Over coffee we told of our branch activities and 


exchanged news of Area Councillors in the ex-East 
Midlands area. 


A morning which remains the highlight of my holiday 


and I'm sure such meetings only occur in Toc H. 
Apparently Jessie’s friend had said, ‘You can't speak 


to a stranger’, but Jessie being a true Toc H member 


ignored the advice, and I'm so glad you did Jessie! 


Freda Parker 
Rushden 


IN MEMORY OF HAROLD 
WHEATON 


I would like to express my sincere thanks to our 
numerous British friends and members of Toc H for 
the warm letters I received after the death of my 
husband Harold Wheaton. Your kind thoughts and 
prayers have touched me deeply. I apologise for not 
being able to thank you all personally. Harold will 
be greatly missed but I am grateful and comforted by 
the memories of many good times and the 
knowledge that so many people in Toc H will 
remember him. Thank you all so much. 


Jeanne Wheaton-Room 
Poperinge 


AN IMPROVED MAGAZINE 


1 would like to comment on the recent appearance of 
Point three. The magazine has improved; it is more 
‘friendly’ and professional, and the way articles are 
reproduced makes it easy to understand. 


Pictures are reproduced much more clearly, so aiding 
the magazine to communicate with the membership. 
Carry on the good work! 


Laurie Tuckey 
Hornchurch 


Readers’ Letter ED 


IDENTITY CARDS 


I would like to thank all members who answered the 
questionnaire about Identity Cards. There was a 
definite majority in favour of ID cards but many of 
you wanted restrictions regarding financial details. 


All views were collated into a chart and this has been 
sent back to the Home Office to be included with all 
the other returns. We shall have to watch the press 
for any result sometime in the future. 


From time to time, as the Women’s National 
Commission respresentative, I have these questions 
to answer and I do appreciate all the help { get either 
from individuals or groups. Thank you very much - 
it makes my job so much easier. 


Jean Whiteman 
CEC representative to the WNC 


THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH 


‘When two or three are gathered in my name there 
am I in the midst of them’ Matthew 18:20 


A child stood under a very beautiful and mighty oak 
tree and, holding a small acorn in the palm of his 
hand, looked up into the tree wonderingly and 
asked, ‘Did you grow from one of these?” 


The comparatively small light bulb in the lantern of a 
lighthouse can throw its beam many miles out to sea 
to bring seafarers safely into harbour. Can two or 
three Toc H members gathered together cast their 
beam out far to bring the wanderers and the lost 
safely into the haven of God's love and mercy? And 
can they give support and encouragement to fellow 
travellers along life’s highway? 


Surely the answer can be ‘yes’ with God's help. 
When things are difficult and numbers low, don’t 
despair, be joyful, keep faith. God works in many 
mysterious ways, but He knows best, trust Him and 
be guided by Him. Remember the small acorn, the 


small light bulb and the two or three gathered 
together. 


Winnie Nelson 
Headington, Oxford 


All Creatures Great and : 


LEADING A PROJECT AT AN 
ANIMAL RESCUE CENTRE 


The hottest week of 1995 must 
have been the one when 1 led a project 
with Anita Scriven at Brixworth 
Country Park. It came as no surprise, 
therefore, that 1 should be outdoors 
again leading a project during the 
coldest week of the year! 

Diane Broomhead and | spent 
Christmas, with three other volunteers, 
helping at the animal rescue centre at 
Watford - which is run by The Animal 
Welfare Trust. The project started on 23 
December and finished on 30 December 

The idea of a project working with 
animals is new as far as we know. 
Animals in projects in the past seem to 
have been as an interest or educational 
focus on holidays for children or 
disabled people. After a lot of research 
and contact with other animal charities, 
we offered the project to The Animal 
Welfare Trust, which is a registered 
charity receiving no state funding. It 
helps elderly people to keep their pets 
when providing sufficient exercise and 
vetinary care becomes difficult for 
them. The Trust also provides 
emergency care if an owner is taken ill 
or goes into hospital at short notice. 
However, its main work is as a shelter 

for stray, abandoned, and unwanted 


animals for which it tries to find 
suitable new homes. This Christmas it 
had 160 dogs and a multitude of cats, 
rabbits, ferrets, guinea pigs, ducks, 
chickens, geese, cattle, ponies, 
donkeys, sheep, goats, and even two 
pigs that had been found in a tower 
block flat! By backing up the minimum 
staff on duty over Christmas, we hoped 
to give the animals a little extra care 
and attention. 

In the years that I have been 
involved in Toc H projects, 1 have not 
known of one actually taking place 
over the Christmas period. However, | 
have known volunteers be at a loose 
end after a pre-Christmas project and I 
felt sure there was a need for an 
alternative for people for whom the 
traditional British Christmas was cither 
not desirable nor available. By waiting 
until we were sure that everything was 
in place, we missed the deadline for 
entry in the winter project booklet 
and, instead, printed flyers that were 
sent out with booklets in the mid- 
Eastern and South East Regions. We 
were not flooded with applicants, but 
this probably reflected more the low 
level of marketing rather than the 
appropriateness of a Christmas project. 

The project deliberately ignored 
the normal trappings with which we 
traditionally associate Christmas. We 


as 
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did not have presents, crackers, or 
turkey and Christmas pudding; we did 
not over-indulge in food and drink or 
watch old films on the telly, Lunches 
were sandwiches eaten in the relative 
warmth of the staff cabin, and dinner 
each evening was a simple meal, 
drawn from the traditions of a 
different country: Spain, Italy, Egypt. 
India, China, Mexico and Jamaica. 
Nonetheless, we have warm reasons to 
remember the cold Christmas of 1995 
longer than most. 

It was a reflective period for me, 
and a lot of questions were raised in 
my mind as } shovelled and swept, 
scrubbed and mopped, fed and 
watered, groomed and walked. These 
included asking myself why we British 
happily give money to house 
unwanted animals, yet begrudge taxes 
to help house people? How can we 
love animals, yet feed our cats and 
dogs on the tinned flesh of other 
lovable creatures? How can we justify 
keeping a cat when it costs the same as 
it would to supply clean water to a 
whole village in Africa? 

Maybe it was the cold affecting 
me. Did you notice it suddenly got 
warmer on 3] December? 


Jim Simpson 
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Tributes 


We regret to announce the death of the following members: 


AUGUST: Harold Edge Goffs Oak & Potters Bar 
SEPTEMBER: Dorothy Mulley Late Sudbury 

OCTOBER: ‘Bob’ Jessop South Devon District, Christin 
NOVEMBER: John Carrott Deal & Walmer, Leslie Gam 
Walsham, Ruby Parker Avon District, Mary Peace Late 


a Lee Late Wessex District, Leslie Smith Late Bognor Regis 
ble Broadway, Robert Murray Harpenden, Edna Nobbs North 
Hunstanton, Thomas Spear Tyne & Wear, Harold Wheaton Swans 


Poperinge, Megan Williams Llandudno, Emma White Edemond 


DECEMBER: Robert Brunt Late Ilminster, David Free 
Florence Punt Honiton, Dorothy Putnam Southsea 
NOT PREVIOUSLY RECORDED: Bill Aplin Late Char 
Evelyn Wickstead Edgmond 


It is with great sadness that friends and colleagues of Stephen Smith 
report his tragic death in a road accident on 2 January 1996. Stephen 
was the main computer operator at Toc H Headquarters in Wendover 
and he was much loved. RB 

— 
It is with both sadness and rejoicing that I write to tell you of the 
passing to High Service of our past chairman, Marilyn Wilson, who left 
us on Saturday 16 December. Her work over the past eight years, 
during which she was constantly battling with cancer, bas been an 
example to not only ber own branch in Kimberley, but to the whole of 
Southern Africa, Marilyn lit for us a Lamp of Faith in God which can 
never be quenched. Her many friends will always remember the joy 
with which she faced each day, and ber acceptance of her illness, not as 
something to be afraid of, but to fight with and to conquer; at our last 
Council we prayed for her healing and she bas been most truly healed, 
ber faith has conquered, and she now rests in the beart of Christ. 
May she rest in peace. EN (Pilot S.A) 
KP-B adds: 
What I want to remember now ts the warm, humorous, inspiring 
person many of us got to know during her visit to Toc H in the UK for 
the Diamond Jubilee celebrations in 1990. Marilyn never made any 
secret of ber illness but nor did she let it dominate her life. She 
wouldn't let us dilute her tour in 1990. She travelled long distances, 
staying with people whom she had never niet before, in the damp 
darkness of an English winter. 

r 
Toc H Poperinge Branch and the Belgian Friends of Talbot House are 
saddened to announce the death of one of their long-standing 
members, Harold Wheaton. Born in Alpraham (UK) in 1920, Harold 
moved to Poperinge many years ago, where he married and raised a 
family, He worked for the Commonwealth War Graves Commission in 
the Ypres Salient and for bis many years of service be was awarded an 
MBE, Harold was a faithful member of Toc H, and a dear friend of 
Talbot House. He was known and loved by many who have met bim 
over the years at Talbot House. He will be greatly missed. MB 
The North Wales and North West Region regret to announce the death 
of an old friend and fellow member, Robert G Roberts, who passed 
away on 15 December. He had been secretary of Criccieth Branch for 
many years and a committed supporter of the Gwynedd District Team, 
and in years past the North Wales and Marches Area Team. He will be 


sadly missed by all who knew bim. GE 
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Lily Phillips, aged 92, was one of the original members of the Toc H 
Ladies in Chirk. She passed away peacefully after a short illness. 
Although unable to attend our meetings in ber last few years because 
of rheumatism, Lily took a lively interest in our activities when we, as 
members, visited ber often. She will be sadly missed for ber 


intelligence and humour, BP 
a — 


Southsea Ladies Branch is sad to report the death of Dorothy Putnam 
on 6 December. During her years in Toc H she held the offices of 
treasurer and chairman. Her many interests included the Save the 
Children Fund, music, theatre and travel. She will be greatly missed 
by her fellow members. PM 
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ston Newbury District, John Lea Warwickshire District, 
Robert Roberts Criccieth 
rd, Ronald Fidler Kendal, ‘Jack’ Stuart New Addington, 


Hartley Wintney Men lost two members in December. Reg Burnside 
was the last of the branch founder members of 1929 and still active in 
branch life. Latterly he was, for several years, chairman of the District 
Project Support Group. He was also a long-time member of a local 
choir. William (Bill) Smith was a member for some 15 years and was 
Jobmaster for several years. His dedication, enthusiasm and even 
temper were an example to us all. He was also active in his church 
and local charities. We give thanks for their lives. JP 


Lena White died on 26 November after a tong illness patiently borne. 
She had been a stalwart member of Edgmond Joint Branch since 1976. 
She was always willing to help at any event the branch organised and 
bad great patience. We give thanks for all the good deeds she did. LB 
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We were sorry to bear of the death in October of Christina Lee at the 
age of 94. Christina was School Secretary to the Toc H Women's 
Association between 1961 and 1965. JM 

ens 6 
New Addington Branch report with great sadness the death of two of 
their founder members. Jobn Best bad put up a splendid fight for 
many months of illness, and with the belp of blood transfusions 
continued much of bis community work. Jack Stewart, who faithfully 
visited Jobn, died within a few weeks of illness. His great work was 
with the Croydon Spastics Society to which he gave yeoman service. 
John and Jack were two of the pioneers in instituting the Lifeline 
Scheme for elderly folk alerting a need for help. This resulted in the 
New Addington Good Samaritans being formed in 1958 with the first 
‘Pop-In' for the elderly. This bas been a tremendous asset and keeps in 
touch with 1600 pensioners. The whole community of New Addington 
bas suffered a great loss with their passing and nowhere has this been 
more keenly felt than our branch, MR 


Eric Devoil, aged 72, died in bospital on 12 October after a short 
illness. He was a very active figure within bis local community of 
Newbam, East London. His particular concerns were for the elderly, 
mental bealth care and voluntary service. His commitment to 
volunteering led him to serve as unpaid officer on Boards such as the 
Neighbourhood Care Project, Newham MIND and Age Concern. He 
remained dedicated ta this work right up to bis illness. He will be 


greatly missed. SC 
oo 


It is with regret that we report the death on 24 November of one of our 
members, Megan Williams. Megan had been a valued member of 
Llandudno Branch since 1964 and very rarely missed a meeting. She 
was always ready to help anyone. At ber funeral service the church 
was full of old and young people, which portrayed the respect in which 
she was beld in the community. We bave lost a member who will be 
greatly missed. AO 


Ilminster Branch regret to report the death of Bob Brunt on 12 
December. Bob had served Toc H well over many years and will be 
greatly missed in bis home town. DT 


In Intergroup 


11-14 March i996 


There are still some places available on this event, 
which aims to develop some understanding of how 
groups behave in relation to other groups. Most 
people live, work or worship in groups and much of 
the time we take our membership of groups for 
granted, paying little attention to what is going on. 

in this event you will have the opportunity to be part of 
a small group which will interact with other small groups. 


The event is fully residential and is being held at The 
Focolare Centre in Welwyn Garden City, Hertfordshire 
(accessible from M25, Al(M) and British Rail). Cost to 
members is £25 (£5 deposit payable on booking). 

The event is open to people from outside Toc H. 


For further details and an application form, please 
contact Janet Graves, Development Department, 
| Toc H Headquarters. Tel: 01296 623911 
(Closing date Monday |2 February). 


Alison House 
Spring & Summer Programme 1996 

Pastels Weekend: 16-18 February - David Newbould 
Price £75 per person inc. VAT 

An Introduction to Crafts: 25-28 March 

Price £88 per person inc. VAT 

Spring Painting Week: 20-26 April - Harry Muscott 
Price £180 per person inc. VAT 

Pastels & Acrylics: 28 April/3 May - David Newbould 
Price £190 per person inc. VAT 

Alison House Garden Companions: 7-10 May 

Price £35 per person inc. VAT 

The Brew Holiday Week: 29 June/6 July - Vera Brew 
Price £195 per person inc. VAT 

Toc H Family Week: 7-12 July - Pat & Jack Turner 
Telephone 01234 768410 for details 

Summer Painting Week: 20-27 July - Harry Muscott 
Price £206 per person inc. VAT 

Marjorie Berry - Alison House Week: 10-17 August 
| Price £195 per person inc. VAT 

Alison House Garden Companions: 7-11 October 
| Price £40 per person inc. VAT 

Portraits Weekend: 8-10 November - David Newbould 
Price £75 per person inc. VAT 


Further details of these and other events at Alison House can be 
obtained by sending an SAE to: 

{ Bill & Dorothy Pepper, Alison House Training & Conference 

| Centre, Intake Lane, Cromford, Derbys DE4 3RH 
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Drink - A Yor H CAMEO | 
29-31 March 1996 > 


Alcohol is an important influence on all our lives. For many 
it compliments a relaxing evening out with friends, is a way 
of easing the tension surrounding an exciting date, or simply 
a means of letting go and forgetting about the minor traumas 
of a day at work or a problem at home. For others alcohol 
takes a stranglehold on life: it is a central part of the day, a 
drain on the household finances and a route away from 
reality. For still others alcohol is a threat: the mother who 
drinks at lunchtime and embarrasses her children; the yobbo 
who menacingly smashes his bottle on the street; the wino 
who urinates against shop doorways.... 


Alcohol is a subject that touches all our lives. The 
government recently said that we can all drink at least a 
third more without damaging our health. Is alcohol really 
evil, or is it simply that some people do not know how to 
drink responsibly? 


If you are interested in taking part, or learning more about 
Toc H CAMEOs, then please contact: 
Stephen Clark, 9 Linden Avenue, Kensal Rise, 
London NWIO0 5QY. Tel: 0181 968 4558. 
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A Charter for Living 
Reflections on Toc H Principles 


In this booklet, which is available for £2 from Wendover, 
the National Chaplain for Toc H, Revd Alan Johnson, 
explores the Toc H Four Points of the Compass. Alan. 
gives a detailed analysis of the four phrases: To Love 
Widely, To Build Bravely, To Think Fairly and To Witness 
Humbly and says that, ‘these still embody the standard 
by which all Toc H life and activity is measured’. 


A Drop of Fairmindedness 
or Whisky for the Winos? 


In this booklet, which is available from Wendover, 
former Toc H Director John Mitchell explores Toc H in 
contemporary society. Available from the Publications 
Department at Wendover. All contributions towards 
printing and postage are welcomed. 


The Give as You Earn Scheme 


Many employers now offer the opportunity for their employees to 
participate in the Give as You Earn scheme. This is an excellent 
way to encourage friends of Toc H to give their financial support 
to the Movement, and, believe it or not, it doesn't cost as much as 
you might think. Because the donation is taken from gross pay, 
for every £| that you give it only costs you 75p. 

For further details please contact Mike Lyddiard. 


The Toc H Clayton Centre 
Claytonfield, Adlington, Cheshire 


Set in over three acres of lovely Cheshire Countryside, the 


| Centre can accommodate groups of up to l6 people. 
[i 


Further details: Bert Hill, 228 Ben Davies Court, Underhill, Romiley, 
| Stockport SK6 4QP Tel: 0161 4942033 


= 


Toc H Holidays, Falmouth 
Accommodation for five plus cot. June to September 
inclusive. £70 weekly. 


Further details: Ron Gatiss, 10 Albany Place, Falmouth, 
Cornwall TRI! 3BZ. Tel: 01326 312689 


